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Overall Comments 
Your response to Assignment Two, ‘Views’ is very good; in a way, through your 
development and experimentations, you have produced 1.5 assignments. There 
is strong evidenced of a focused and engaged approach, where you are 
developing a good independent study pathway that is guiding your studies. Your 
final self-portrait series is interesting; it may be good to support its possible 
development with some further research, which is detailed in this report. 
 
Formal Required Comment From OCA Guidelines Assessment: 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have 
shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest 
that you are likely to be successful in the assessment. In order to meet all the 
assessment criteria, there may be certain areas you will need to focus on, if so, 
then they will highlighted in my feedback. 
 
As with assignment one, the above passage is required by OCA as an indicator of 
your progress and potential for formal assessment.  
 
Feedback: 
As mentioned, you have in a way, submitted 1.5 assignments. Your initial idea of 
photographing strangers and paring them up with the ‘secrets’ supplied by 
friends and family is stimulating. This explorative project has much potential for 
developing further. The most successful element is your process, using strangers 
via a Gumtree advert is great, as the unfamiliarity between you and them 
provides an unbiased and neutral approach. Yet it is the application of the 
‘secrets’ that elevates this project and engages the audience further, well done.  
 
Your technical approach for this opening investigation is good; where through 
some initial trials & errors you have refined it and become confident it its 
application. This slow exposure technique has been ideal; the blurred faces add 
mystery and intrigue, yet also hint towards duality and a hidden depth.  
 
Consider taking this idea further, in particular your method of producing and 
selecting the titles. Start to investigate the role and importance of text with 
photos. How the text is placed and its style, can dramatically transform an image, 
where a title is no longer a title but it becomes part of the image and underpins its 
entire reading.  
 



Your main submitted assignment of nine self-portraits has been received well, the 
straightforward composition and lighting technique is good, where the subtleness 
of the scene compliments your theme. The annotations are good and give insight 
into your state of mind; although you have titled the images in the final grid with 
the time that they were taken, consider using shortened versions of your 
annotations. For example:  
 
‘14:17 – I am back home. I got caught on heavy rain and did not have an 
umbrella with me. I had a flat white and chewed pizza left overs from my son´s 
lunch.’ 
 
’14:17 – I’m home, no umbrella, soaking wet. A flat white and left over pizza from 
my son’s lunch. 
 
Your description can be shortened, to an almost bullet point style; it still allows the 
reader/viewer to come up with their own conclusion, yet it still conveys the facts.  
 
Sequences of still images, which convey a passage of time, have great scope for 
different presentational outputs. The most common is to compile them into a 
movie. As an idea, please see the video that was sent with this report. 
 
As I admitted during our conversation, the title of your project struck a chord with 
me, as I turned 36 last month. Our perception and awareness of time is an 
interesting element to explore; we are obviously controlled and influenced by the 
Gregorian calendar, but what about exploring other units of time?  
 
An interesting study was when a group of NASA employees lived by Mars time, 
although it was only an extra 40minutes per day, the physiological effects were 
interesting, have a read here: https://goo.gl/LAUwsk 
 
Learning Logs or Blogs: 
Your learning log is good; it is growing into a suitable document of your work and 
investigations. Your research entry on Moholy-Nagy was great to see; exploring a 
variety of artists is key in developing your work. Do not stop at the recommended 
artists in the coursework book, if any artist influences and interests you, then make 
an entry of them in your log. If they are quite obscure and have no direct bearing 
on your work, then perhaps create a ‘Misc Research’ section. 
 
Emulation is a great tool for visual development; if you see a piece of work you 
like, then perhaps aim to copy it, this act is good in better understanding the 
possible processes and challenges the artist has gone through to create a piece 
of art that inspires you.  
 
Suggested reading/viewing: 
As mentioned, there are some prolific artists you could explore to give you an 
insight into the significance of self-portraiture coupled the topic of time. Firstly, 
look at the work Karl Baden, who has been taking self-portraits every day since 
1987. His work explores notions of mortality and ageing, yet it is his simple and 
methodical approach, which is a testament to his resolve. See: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/entertainment/selfie-project-karl-baden-1.3995710 



Whilst reading your commentary, it was your lack of sleep that reminded me of 
the work of Tehching Hsieh. Even more so, when you commented about 
developing the work further by taking shots every hour. Well, that is what Hsieh did 
for an entire year, a self-portrait and a punch-card entry every hour, with the 
exception of a few missed entries. See: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvebnkjwTeU 
 
Here is the book I mentioned on portrait lighting, see: 
http://amzn.eu/2x0CogO 
 
Here are the videos on c-type printing etc. There are five in the series about half 
way down the page, ‘C-Type or Inkjet’, Workflow & Inkjet Test Strips’ etc. See: 
https://www.oca-student.com/course-area/photography 
 
Pointers for the next assignment: 
The ‘Decisive Moment’; you are already aware of this term and its general visual 
aesthetic, which is typically represented through street photography. As 
discussed, the brief does propose inverting this notion, so perhaps the ‘Indecisive 
Moment’. Or explore an alternative method of portraying decisiveness through 
an element of control. I talked about the work of Bettina Von Zwehl and her series 
‘Alina’, which was guided by the piece of music ‘Für Alina’, see: 
http://www.bettinavonzwehl.com/alina.html 
 
Here is the song, enjoy: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nA2km1bXVc 
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